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Agri-food Sector and the Nigerian Economy

➢ Contribution of the non-oil sector to Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) is increasing.

National Bureau of Statistics 2020
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Food import helps meet local demand

Food constitutes 

10.93% of imports in 

2018 ($6.6 billion)

$563 million

$134 m

$184 million

$109 m
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Nigerian Food export in 2018: ~ $1.2 billion1

$178 m

$66 m

$38 m

$54 m $43 m

© WITS, World Bank, 2020

Export of high value food products

1 Tradingeconomics 2018



Food Safety: Limitation to trade

➢ Agri-food import from Nigeria to the EU fell by 
6.7% in 2017.

➢ Inability to meet the strict EU quality standards for 
agri-food products



Pesticide Residues

Ogah et al. 2011; Olutona and Aderemi 2019 

Cypermethrin, Cyhalothrin, Chlorpyrifos, Dichlorvos, Trichlorphon

n = 73/75 cases



Aflatoxins in Nigerian foods

➢Aflatoxins in 67/68 cases 

mycotoxin cases from 2010

➢ Main foods: B1 up to 437 µg/kg

▪ Melon Seed (egusi)

▪ Groundnut

▪ Bush mango (Ogbono)

➢Staples: Maize, groundnut, 

beans, wheat, rice, yam

➢Processed foods: infant 

formula, peanut butter, fruit 

juices

➢Fermented foods: iru, ogiri, 

ogi and garri

Higher risk for children

• Dietary exposure from foetus

• Breastmilk: up to 187 µg/L

• Impact on growth and 

cognition

• Liver cancer risk



Pathogenic microorganisms in foods

➢ n = 102 cases

➢ Salmonella: 97%

➢ Major foods

▪ Sesame seeds (n=88/102)

▪ Melon seeds

▪ Dried vegetables/spices

Seafoods: Vibrio parahaemolyticus, Escherichia coli, Bacillus 

cereus, Klebsiella spp.

Fermented foods: Bacillus cereus, Enterococcus faecium, 

Staphylococcus spp., Proteus mirabilis

Fruit and Vegetables: Staphylococcus aureus, Salmonella 

spp., E. coli O157, Klebsiella pneumonia



Food Safety and Public Health

➢ AMR from microorganisms associated with 

foods produced in Nigeria can be disseminated 

to other parts of the world

➢ Risk to the health systems of those countries



Salmonella and Antimicrobial Resistance



Way Forward

Research & Development to focus on ensuring quality 

along produce value chain

Integrated Export Control Plan 

on Dried Beans

Conduits of Excellence on the 

Dried Beans Value Chain

Standard Operating Procedures



Research to support sesame value chain

Supporting smallholder farmers and strengthening local industries
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